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(1) Kojiki and Nihon-Shoki are very old history books about Japan. They were written
about 1,300 years ago. They tell the stories of the oldest Japanese gods, and these
stories together are called “Nihon-Shinwa” (Japanese god stories). The next story is
one of the most famous stories in Nihon-Shinwa.

A long, long time ago, Japan was made by the gods in heaven. After that,
Amaterasu was born at Misogi-Ike ( 4% & ) in Miyazaki. She became the leader of
all the gods. One day, she said to her grandson Ninigi,“Go down to earth and make

Japan a better country.” So Ninigi left heaven and arrived at Takachiho in Miyazaki.
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(REC{ONEEES
TEACHING PLAN
School: Aoki Junior High School
Instructor: Kuniko Kanemaru
1 Date: January 29™
2 Goals of this reading
The students will be able to ~
(1) become familiar with Japanese mythology and myths of Miyazaki that have been told
in Miyazaki
(2) comprehend and review all the grammar points of 2ND grade.
(3) comprehend the contents of the story.
(4) cultivate children’s love for their hometown

(5) understand the importance of the Ocean from ancient times

3 Allotment : (4hours)

1 | Show videos, and ask questions about Japanese mythology and myths of Miyazaki
Understand the details of each role and divide their roles

Present grammar using Power Point ( be verb +p.p : the passive voice )

Group study

2 | Review of the last class using handout
Reading the contents of the story
Group study

3 | Group study
Practice presentations

4 | Presentations by each group
Y | Evaluation

4 Goals of this lesson : The students are expected to:
(1) comprehend the contents of the story

(2) give a presentation using their sentences
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5 Teaching Procedure

Duration Procedure Activities (Students are going to™)
8min Greeting and practice
30min Presentation and Reading (DGive a presentation using a picture
-using a picture , drama @Showing the picture and explain
and Quiz ®Answer the question
10min Reading and Evaluation (OWrite down their impressions of this lesson
@Think about the conclusion from the story
2min Wrap up DGive comments and praise to the students

1@ BAEmMEE

Kojiki and Nihon-Shoki are very old history books about Japan. They were written about
1,300 years ago. They tell the stories of the oldest Japanese gods, and these stories together
are called “Nihon-Shinwa” (Japanese god stories). The next story is one of the most famous
stories in Nihon-Shinwa.

A long, long time ago, Japan was made by the gods in heaven. After that, Amaterasu was
born at Misogi-Ike ( 4% Xt ) in Miyazaki. She became the leader of all the gods. One day,
she said to her grandson Ninigi, “Go down to earth and make Japan a better country.” So
Ninigi left heaven and arrived at Takachiho in Miyazaki.

One day, Ninigi met a very beautiful princess in Saito. Her name was Konohana-Sakuya.
They married and soon they had three babies.

The oldest boy was called Umisachi (sea-happiness) because he was good at fishing in the
sea. The youngest boy was called Yamasachi (mountain-happiness) because he was good at
catching birds and animals in the mountains.

Yamasachi was interested in Umisachi’s job. One day, he told Umisachi that he wanted to
go fishing in the sea, so Umisachi went to the mountains and Yamasachi went to the sea. But
they could not catch anything because they did different jobs. Another bad thing happened to
Yamasachi. He lost his brother’s fishhook. When Umisachi heard from Yamasachi about the
fishhook, he got very angry and told him to give it back.

Yamasachi wanted to look for his brother’s fishhook, but he did not know the way to find it.
By chance he met an old man. His name was Shiotsuchi-no-Oji. Yamasachi told him about his
problem. Then, Shiotsuchi-no-Oji told him to go to the world of the sea to find the fishhook.
Yamasachi decided to go deep under the sea.

In the world of the sea, Yamasachi went to the palace of the god of the sea Watatsumi-
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Toyotama. When Yamasachi climbed a large tree in front of the palace, Toyotama-hime, the
sea-god’s daughter, came by and saw him. She went home and said to her parents, “I saw
a man in a tree. I think he is a very good man and he is from a good family.” Watatsumi-
Toyotama wanted to meet him.

In the palace, Watatsumi-Toyotama met Yamasachi and asked him questions. When he
found that Yamasachi was a child of the god from heaven, he welcomed Yamasachi. After a
while, Yamasachi and Toyotama-hime married, and they lived in the palace of the sea god.

Three years passed. Yamasachi wanted to go back home to Miyazaki, so Toyotama-hime
asked her father for help. The sea god gathered all the fish in the world of the sea. They began
to look for Yamasachi’s brother’s fishhook. At last, it was found.

Before Yamasachi left for his home world, Toyotama-hime said to him, “Our baby will be
born soon, so please build a house there and wait for me.” Her father also gave him two magic
balls.

After Yamasachi arrived back home, he showed the fishhook to his brother Umisachi. But
Umisachi was still angry and did not take it. Then Yamasachi used one of the magic balls. It
made a big wave. The wave attacked Umisachi. Umisachi said to Yamasachi, “I was wrong.
Please help me.” When Yamasachi used the other magic ball, the wave went away.

After that, Yamasachi started to build a house for Toyotama-hime. But before it was built,
Toyotama-hime arrived and said to him, “Our baby will be born very soon.” She went into
the house and told him not to look in it. He promised. At first, Yamasachi waited outside, but
he finally looked in the house. Yamasachi was very surprised because there was a big shark
inside the house and it was giving birth to a baby.

Toyotama-hime was very sad because Yamasachi did not keep the promise. Then, she went
back to the world of the sea. Their baby was left. The baby was named Ugaya-Fukiaezu. Soon
Toyotama-hime’s younger sister Tamayori-hime came from the sea world to take care of the
baby.

Ugaya-Fukiaezu grew up and married Tamayori-hime. They had four children. The name
of the youngest boy was Kamuyamato-Iwarebiko.

The four children grew up. One day, Kamuyamato-Iwarebiko said to his older brothers, “Our
great-grandfather Ninigi came down from heaven to earth. He wanted to make Japan a better
country. Shiotsuchi-no-Oji said that we should go east. So let’s go east.”

They built boats and left Mimitsu ( 34 /) in Hyuga. On the way they had fights against
enemies. The bird with three legs Yatagarasu helped them. It showed them the way to
Kashihara (#2Ji1 ) in Nara. Kamuyamato-Iwarebiko won the last fight, but his brothers were
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all gone.

In Kashihara, Kamuyamato-Iwarebiko became the first Emperor of Japan, and then he
was called “Jin-mu” ( & : god-warrior). Nihon-Shinwa says that it was 2,674 years ago.

We can learn two things from this old story. First, Miyazaki is far away from Nara, but
it is a very important place because Nihon-Shinwa says that the history of Japan started in
Miyazaki. Second, the sea is also important in Nihon-Shinwa. This shows that the sea was
more important for daily life than the mountains in the old days of Japan. The people of the

old days probably thought that Japan was a country of the sea.

{18%® Reading Circle £1Efz5 DREAE
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Group Study

2 () NO.( ) Name ( )
Word Wizard
:r 'mr) Pr B OHIEETINT, BERO ACHA 5o
Grammar Wizard .
( ' ) 2 HEHE T - f SCETIRAE L LT, BERICHMY 5,
IR - 75T T OYREPEE L P TV XS ITRP 7 T 70 F v — k.
VRS B, (R v FL BHEIEE. ... )
lllustrator L
( ) Please look at this picture.

(e RlEhns, HHIT 3)
Do you have any questions?

Literary Luminary

fhDPED AWERE L g Wk iz, FIRIED »FVWXE (Bd LAV, JJml
W, BRZRW, BRI EE LN D) XEZECHT, B bE,
| picked ___ paragraph because it was .

( ) Please listen carefully.
(B D85 75 7 %5it)
Thank you for listening.
Summarizer AV DOERET 5,
( ) (122X XETZ DYFEONE A A RIS G 5, )
WFEAGA TS SHEE OB > TV D T &M Oh ARG,  CFR,
Connector B e, T B L)
( ) T, TIDOFEZLNBEMEBRND,

Some connections | found between this reading and other people,
places, events, --- are. ...

K5A LWV WHEE, Word Wizard2SGrammar Wizard % 3T
(NEDDis OiriE, BEc LR L THES %, )
K FFE I, BB LIN (BSF)

*ULEA A THW 1T 5

O5®ROTIE (& 4R
IRfH 1726 ()
2sfiH 1727 KO
3WgMIH 1728 OK)

AWRsiiIH 1729 (K

I (D ED1E)

AR HICEER BT A IRE

RO ¥  Orientation GROUP WORK

Group Work (ALTWZOHICK 2L LNETA, )
ALTHRZ2DTF 2w 7 LTEHABLIITLTK %,
(IV=FTRTHELV, F=uv 2 L THEHR5LII1C9 %, )
PRESENTATION (33%)
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~Reading Circle~ EVALUATION SHEET
2 ( ) NO.( )Name(
(1) Evaluation of each group(Z )V — 7°#H H 24t
Voice Easy to Comment Main idea
Group EAEE understand N FhERBBHEIGEABE
AMDOPITE z37?
1
2
3
4

A Very good (& THEL

V) B good (FEW)

C needs more effort (3512504 3)

(2)  Evaluation of yourself (H C\ZFfi)

Voice (Volume) BORESE o> (A B C )

Fluency (##z<) FEAES oD SBWTHESTENN (A B C )
Understanding (RAIEfR) oI —-TOERENEBERTENN (A B C )
Focus (&%) BAD®REEL->NDREEDN. (A B C )
Motivation (B0 - B8R - B8F) 70V McERNICERD#ESD. ( A B C )

(3)
(4)

Please write down in English!

(5) BOoH#HE 7o ¥ =2 » (READING CIRCLE) ##& % T DRME
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C OB 5 %270 F Lich, What did you learn from the story?

Which is more important, the Sea or the Mountains in the old days?




